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Factors Influencing the Profitability of Farmers’ Specialized
Cooperatives and Ways of Improvement

ZENG Yan,ZHOU Baoliang, HAO Kejin,ZHANG Lingfan
(School of Public Administration/Rural Revitalization Research Institute of China , Nanchang University , Nanchang 330031, China)

Abstract: Insufficient profitability is an important factor restricting the development of farmers’ specialized co-
operatives in China. The study on how the elements of cooperative endowment affect the upgrading of cooperatives’
profitability is an important issue to analyze the empowerment logic and governance path of grassroots government
in cooperative governance which is of great significance to improve the agricultural industrial organization system
and promote sustainable income increase of farmers and agricultural and rural development. Based on the research
framework of participatory development theory,this article selects seven observational elements to conduct qualita-
tive comparative analysis on 50 typical cooperative cases. It is found that the profitability of farmers’ cooperatives is
not determined by a single condition or conditions of one field but by the combined influence of multiple factors.
The interaction of internal factors such as the level of member involvement and skills training are the key ones to
improve the profitability of the cooperatives,while external factors such as financial support only appear as auxiliary
roles instead of dominant position. From the perspective of the lifting path,the triple empowerment and incremen-
tal capability path of external policy capital drive,internal human capital promotion,and the integration of govern-
ment, society,and collaborative resources can promote the efficiency of cooperatives’ production and the develop-
ment capabilities in the form of externally consistent with government performance, internal enhancement of in-

come-increasing ability,and internal-external coordination and integration of resources.
Key words: farmers’ specialized cooperatives; profitability ; empowerment ; resources endowment ; involved devel-

opment



