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Fulfill Responsibility Entirely: The Behavior and Logic of the Responsibility -

avoidance Strategy of the Grass-roots Government

Based on a Case of J County

YIN Li-min TIAN Xue—sen

( School of Public Administration Nanchang University Nanchang 330031 China;
Center for Anti—Corruption Nanchang University Nanchang 330031 China)

Abstract: The grass—rools government” s avoidance of responsibility is related to the institutional framework its
own resources and the environment.Faced with the risks of the established institutional framework and external un-
certainties the grassroots government is forced to adopt a so—called “ fulfill responsibility entirely” approach that
is to avoid risks by assuming all the responsibilities.This “retreat for progress” behavioral choice to maximize one’
s own responsibility stems from the logic of avoiding responsibility under strong accountability pressure the logic of
result—oriented dynamics and the logic of opportunity given by discretion. Empirical studies have shown that the
“responsibility ” behavior of the grassroots government not only causes the loss of grassroots governance resources
but also easily causes the overall work of the grassroots government to get out of order thereby deteriorating the
grassroots governance environment and exacerbating the chaos of grassroots governance.

Key words: fulfill responsibility entirely; avoidance of responsibility; targeted poverty alleviation
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